
 

Southern York County School District Instructional Plan 

 

Social Studies 

Grade 8 

Textbook(s)/Instructional Materials Used:   

Dates:  August - September Unit 1:  Colonial Origins 

Stage 1 – Desired Results 

PA Standard(s)/Assessment Anchors Addressed:   
 
8.2.8 D: Compare and contrast examples of how conflict and cooperation among groups and organizations 
impacted the history and development of Pennsylvania. 
8.3.8 A: Examine the role groups and individuals played in the social, political, cultural, and economic 
development of the United States. 
8.3.8 D: Examine how conflict and cooperation among groups and organizations have impacted the growth and 
development of the U.S. 
 

Understanding(s): 
Students will understand 
1. Motivated by political, economic, and social 

factors, Europeans explored and conquered the 
Americas. 

2. Colonization led to a blending of cultures during 
colonization and still continues today. 

3. Social and cultural differences led to conflict in the 
New World. 

Essential Question(s): 
 

• Why do people move? 

• How can conflict change a society? 

• How have social/economic/political advancements 
changed American society? 

• How do opposing beliefs cause conflict? 

• What causes cultural change? 

• To what extent do foreign relations impact 
America? 

Learning Objectives: 
Students will know… 

• Motivations for traveling to the New World 

• Legacy of Christopher Columbus 

• Characteristics of early American settlements 

• Impact of conflict/cooperation between different 
cultures 

• Characteristics (strengths/weaknesses) of 
colonial regions 

• Vocabulary:  
o Migration 
o Immigration 
o Emigration 
o Triangular Slave Trade 
o Region 
o Mayflower Compact 
o Melting pot 

 
Students will be able to: 

• Explaining the factors that influenced colonization 
in America. 

• Comparing migration across different time 
periods. 

• Analyzing the impact of European culture on 
America. 

• Comparing/contrasting how Native Americans 
shaped colonists' lives and vice versa. 

• Evaluating how differences in colonial regions 
impacted American society.Analyzing the causes 
and effects of conflict. 

Dates:   September - October Unit 2:  American Revolution 

Stage 1 – Desired Results 

PA Standard(S)/Assessment Anchors Addressed: 

8.1.8.B: Compare and contrast a historical event, using multiple points of view from primary and secondary 
sources. 

8.2.8.B: Compare and contrast the importance of significant historical documents, artifacts, and places critical to 
Pennsylvania history. 



8.3.8 A: Examine the role groups and individuals played in the social, political, cultural, and economic 
development of the United States. 
 

Understanding(s): 
Students will understand 
1. Causes and effects of the American Revolution 

within North America and Europe 
2. Different cultural groups have different 

perspectives of the same event or conflict. 
3. Forms of media/discourse/acts of protest 

throughout the American Revolution. 
4. Lack of representation in government can lead to 

revolution. 

Essential Question(s):  
 

• How can conflict change a society? 

• How have social/economic/political advancements 
changed American society? 

• How do opposing beliefs cause conflict? 

• What causes cultural change? 

• To what extent do foreign relations impact 
America? 

• What causes a revolution? 

• How is independence achieved? 

• What qualities make an effective leader? 

Learning Objectives: 
Students will know… 

• Causes of conflict in early America. 

• Impact of media on people’s perceptions. 

• Different perspectives of Americans on the 
revolution. 

• Factors that led to success in America’s quest for 
independence.  

• The development of Washington’s presidency 
and the first cabinet. 

• Vocabulary  
o nationalism 
o imperialism 
o militia 
o casualties 
o Ohio River Valley 
o Iroquois League 
o Albany Plan of Union 
o Treaty of Paris 
o Proclamation of 1763 
o loyalist 
o boycott 
o militia 
o minutemen 
o patriot 
o alliance 
o duties 
o Quartering Act 
o Stamp Act 
o Sugar Act 
o Townshend Acts 

 
Students will be able to: 

• Identifying and describing the causes/effects of 
the French and Indian War and American 
Revolution. 

• Evaluating the impact of government on its 
citizens. 

• Analyzing forms of media/discourse/acts of 
protest throughout the American Revolution. 

• Evaluating the extent of an individual’s impact on 
society. 

• Evaluating the importance of specific battles of 
the war. 

• Explaining the impact of conflict on society. 

• Explaining the precedents set by George 
Washington. 

Dates:  November Unit 3:  The Constitution 

Stage 1 – Desired Results 

PA Standard(S)/Assessment Anchors Addressed: 
 

Understanding(s): 
Students will understand… 
1. Causes and effects of the American Revolution 

within North America and Europe 
2. Different cultural groups have different 

perspectives of the same event or conflict. 
3. Forms of media/discourse/acts of protest 

throughout the American Revolution. 

Essential Question(s): 
 

• How can conflict change a society? 

• How have social/economic/political advancements 
changed American society? 

• How do opposing beliefs cause conflict? 

• What causes cultural change? 

• To what extent do foreign relations impact 
America? 



4. Lack of representation in government can lead to 
revolution. 

 

• What causes a revolution? 

• How is independence achieved? 

• What qualities make an effective leader? 

Learning Objectives: 
Students will know… 

• Causes of conflict in early America. 

• Impact of media on people’s perceptions. 

• Different perspectives of Americans on the 
revolution. 

• Factors that led to success in America’s quest for 
independence.  

• The development of Washington’s presidency 
and the first cabinet. 

• Vocabulary  
o nationalism 
o imperialism 
o militia 
o casualties 
o Ohio River Valley 
o Iroquois League 
o Albany Plan of Union 
o Treaty of Paris 
o Proclamation of 1763 
o loyalist 
o boycott 
o militia 
o minutemen 
o patriot 
o alliance 
o duties 
o Quartering Act 
o Stamp Act 
o Sugar Act 
o Townshend Acts 

 
Students will be able to: 

• Identifying and describing the causes/effects of 
the French and Indian War and American 
Revolution. 

• Evaluating the impact of government on its 
citizens. 

• Analyzing forms of media/discourse/acts of 
protest throughout the American Revolution. 

• Evaluating the extent of an individual’s impact on 
society. 

• Evaluating the importance of specific battles of 
the war. 

• Explaining the impact of conflict on society. 

• Explaining the precedents set by George 
Washington. 

Dates:  December - January Unit 4:  A New Republic   

Stage 1 – Desired Results 

PA Standard(S)/Assessment Anchors Addressed: 
 
8.1.8 C: Produce an organized product on an assigned historical topic that presents and reflects on a thesis 
statement and appropriate primary and secondary sources. 
8.3.8 A: Examine the role groups and individuals played in the social, political, cultural, and economic 
development of the United States. 
8.3.8 D: Examine how conflict and cooperation among groups and organizations have impacted the growth and 
development of the U.S. 
 

Understanding(s): 
Students will understand . . . 
1. Effective leadership is needed for any group of 

people to succeed. 
2. The United States political party system has 

greatly evolved throughout history. 
3. As America grows, it faces new challenges and 

questions that must be answered. 

4. America’s responses to foreign policy issues have 
far-reaching consequences 

Essential Question(s): 
 

• What makes someone an effective leader? 

• What is the role of political parties? 

• To what extent does the growth of a nation impact 
its people? 

• To what extent do foreign relations impact 
America? 
 

 

Learning Objectives: 
Students will know . . . 

 
Students will be able to: 



• George Washington’s leadership style and view 
of the office of the presidency. 

• Challenges faced by the nation as it expanded 
during Thomas Jefferson’s history 

• Causes of conflict, specifically the War of 1812, in 
America’s early history as a new republic. 

• The impact of James Monroe’s foreign policy on 
America’s foreign policy today. 

• The important role played by everyday American 
citizens in building the new republic. 

• Vocabulary 
o cabinet 
o electoral college 
o precedent 
o national debt 
o tariff 
o XYZ Affair 
o Whiskey Rebellion 
o Bi-partisan 
o political party 
o Alien and Sedition Acts  
o Federalist 
o Democratic-Republican (Anti-Federalist) 
o Louisiana Purchase 
o Embargo 
o Impressment 
o War Hawks 
o nationalism 

• Analyzing the impact of George Washington’s 
presidency on the U.S. today. 

• Comparing/contrasting the first American political 
parties. 

• Evaluating the rationale for presidential decisions 
and analyzing their impact on the nation. 

• Identifying and debating the forces that led 
Americans to declare war on Britain in 1812 
through analysis of primary documents. 

•  Comparing/contrasting the perspectives and 
messages of artists and political cartoons. 

Dates:  February Unit 5:  Expansion 

Stage 1 – Desired Results 

PA Standard(S)/Assessment Anchors Addressed: 
 
8.1.8 A: Compare and contrast events over time and how continuity and change over time influenced those 
events. 
8.3.8.C: Summarize how continuity and change have impacted U.S. history. 
8.4.8.C: Illustrate how continuity and change have impacted world history. 

Understanding(s): 
Students will understand . . . 
1. Economic expansion in America has extreme 

positive and negative effects for its people. 
2. New technologies developed in the early and mid-

1800s revolutionized how work was done. 
3. Many different factors motivated American 

settlers to move west in the mid-1800s. 
4. Opposing cultural beliefs have the ability to lead 

to conflict. 

5. Decisions made by the U.S. federal government 
in the mid-1800s still impact indigenous groups in 
the U.S. today. 

Essential Question(s): 
 

• What are the costs and benefits of expansion? 

• How does technology impact society? 

• Why do people move? 

• How do decisions by the federal government 
impact indigenous groups in America? 

• How do opposing beliefs cause conflict? 

• How should a president’s legacy be evaluated? 

Learning Objectives: 
Students will know . . . 

• New technologies developed in the early and mid-
1800s and their impact on America’s economic 
expansion. 

• Andrew Jackson’s legacy and the controversy 
that surrounds it. 

• Push and pull factors that motivated American 
settlers to move west in the mid-1800s. 

 
Students will be able to: 

• Designing their own early-1800s business 
proposals that factor in the impact of new 
technologies. 

• Evaluating the legacy of President Andrew 
Jackson. 



• Conflicts that American settlers were involved in 
as they moved west. 

• Challenges faced by settlers moving west, such 
as the Oregon Trail and the California Gold Rush. 

• Vocabulary: 
o Textiles 
o interchangeable parts 
o cotton gin 
o mass production 
o Lowell system 
o canal 
o turnpike 
o steam technology 
o reform 
o transcendentalism 
o romanticism 
o Nativism 
o Temperance 
o spoils system 
o states’ rights 
o nullification crisis 
o Indian Removal Act 
o Trail of Tears 
o Alamo 
o annex 
o Oregon Trail 
o manifest destiny 
o Mexican Cession 
o Mormon 
o forty-niners 

• Comparing and contrasting the motivations and 
challenges faced by American settlers moving 
west. 

• Drawing conclusions on the impact that the U.S. 
federal government has had on indigenous 
groups in America. 

• Compare and contrast the perspectives of 
individuals involved in conflicts that occurred 
during America’s economic and political 
expansion in the mid-1800s. 

Dates:  March - April Unit 6:  Fractured America   

Stage 1 – Desired Results 

PA Standard(S)/Assessment Anchors Addressed: 
 
8.2.8.A: Compare and contrast the social, political, cultural, and economic contributions of specific individuals 
and groups from Pennsylvania. 
8.2.8.D: Compare and contrast examples of how conflict and cooperation among groups and organizations 
impacted the history and development of Pennsylvania. 
8.3.8.D: Examine how conflict and cooperation among groups and organizations have impacted the growth and 
development of the U.S. 
8.4.8.A: Compare the role groups and individuals played in the social, political, cultural, and economic 
development throughout world history. 
 

Understanding(s): 
Students will understand . . . 
1. The practice of slavery has a dark history in 

America and its effects have lasted long past its 
abolishment. 

2. Many social, economic, and political factors 
contributed to the beginning of the Civil War. 

3. The North’s victory in the Civil War and the 
assimilation of the South reestablished the United 
States has a whole nation. 

4. The Reconstruction Era following the Civil War 
was a time of many advancements and 
challenges for the nation.  

Essential Question(s) 
 

• How do opposing beliefs cause conflict? 

• How has slavery impacted society? 

• How does civil war change a nation? 

• How does widespread social change occur? 



Learning Objectives: 
Students will know . . . 

• The history of slavery in the United States and its 
impact on individual lives. 

• The social, economic, and political factors that 
contributed to the beginning of the Civil War. 

• Various individuals’ and groups’ efforts and 
decisions that changed the outcome of the Civil 
War. 

• Reconstruction has had many positive and 
negative effects on America that are still relevant 
today. 

• Vocabulary: 

o  Missouri Compromise 

o Compromise of 1850 
o secession 
o popular sovereignty 
o sectionalism 
o Uncle Tom’s Cabin 
o Dred Scott v. Sandford 
o Emancipation Proclamation 
o Gettysburg Address 
o Reconstruction 
o scalawag 
o carpetbagger 
o 13th Amendment 
o 14th Amendment 
o 15th Amendment 
o segregation 
o Black Codes 
o Jim Crow Laws 
o sharecropping 
o Ku Klux Klan (KKK) 

 
Students will be able to: 

• Analyzing the impact of slavery in America. 

• Explaining the key causes of the American Civil 
War. 

• Designing their own political and military 
strategies while placing themselves in the shoes 
of various leaders. 

• Identifying the significance of specific battles of 
the Civil War. 

• Connecting Reconstruction-era policies to 
America’s current social, economic, and political 
systems. 

Dates:  April - May Unit 7:  Gilded Age 

Stage 1 – Desired Results 

PA Standard(S)/Assessment Anchors Addressed: 

8.2.8.C: Compare and contrast the ways continuity and change have impacted Pennsylvania history. 
8.3.8.A: Examine the role groups and individuals played in the social, political, cultural, and economic 
development of the United States. 
8.4.8.D: Compare conflict and cooperation among groups and organizations which have impacted the history 
and development of the world. 
 

Understanding(s): 
Students will understand . . . 

1. New technologies developed in the late 1800s 

revolutionized society. 

2. The growth of urban areas led to many new 

benefits and challenges for the average American. 

3. Although U.S. immigration patterns shift over 

time, America is seen as a land of opportunity for 

many around the world. 

4. Throughout history, new or rising immigrant 

groups to the U.S. have often faced hardship and 

discrimination. 

Essential Question(s) 
 

• How does technology impact society? 

• What is the role of government? 

• To what extent does “progress” cost a society? 

• Why do people move? 

Learning Objectives: 
Students will know . . . 

 
Students will be able to: 



• New technologies developed in the early and mid-
1800s and their impact on American society. 

• The impact of big businesses and urban growth 
on Americans. 

• The history of U.S. immigration, specifically 
focused on the late 1800s. 

• Forms of discrimination against new and rising 
immigrant groups to the U.S, specifically Asian-
Americans and certain European-Americans. 

• Vocabulary: 
o urbanization 
o industrialization 
o labor union 
o collective bargaining 
o arbitration 
o tenement 
o strike 
o robber baron 
o captain of industry 
o monopoly 
o assembly line 
o Transcontinental Railroad 
o Nativism 
o Assimilation 
o melting pot 
o urbanization 
o Ellis Island 
o Angel Island 
o Americanization 
o tenement 
o mass transit 
o Americanization Movement 
o Chinese Exclusion Act 
o Gentlemen’s Agreement Act 
o emigration 
o migration 
o immigration 

• Analyzing the impact of big businesses and urban 
growth on Americans. 

• Designing and creating their own new technology 
that is an update to a late-1800s invention. 

• Analyzing trends of immigration to the U.S. over 
time, including present-day. 

• Summarizing the importance of Ellis Island and 
Angel Island as symbols of hope for immigrants. 

• Investigating the extent of racial discrimination 
towards new America immigrants in the late 
1800s and critique the U.S. government’s actions 
related to it 

 

Dates:  April Unit 8:  Progressive Era 

Stage 1 – Desired Results 

PA Standard(S)/Assessment Anchors Addressed: 

8.1.8.A: Compare and contrast events over time and how continuity and change over time influenced those 
events. 
8.3.8.A: Examine the role groups and individuals played in the social, political, cultural, and economic 
development of the United States. 
8.3.8.C: Summarize how continuity and change have impacted U.S. history. 
 

Understanding(s): 
Students will understand . . . 

1. The goals of Progressivism were to protect social 
welfare, promote moral improvement, create 
economic reform, and to foster efficiency in the 
government and economy. 

2. The actions of the Progressives can impact a 
nation by reforming the government in all levels of 
government (local, state, and the federal levels).  

3. The actions of the Progressives can impact a 
nation by allowing disenfranchised groups to have 
a say in their freedom.  

Essential Question(s) 
 

• Why is “reform” necessary?   

• How do problems arise in society?   

• How does government influence your life?   

• What is the government's role in society?   

• How does one measure progress?   

• How does the US need to progress today? 



4. Change takes time to progress a nation forward 
because of economical and government 
pressures.  

Learning Objectives: 
Students will know . . . 

• Goals of Progressivism   

• Traits of an effective leader   

• Reforms in politics, the environment, and working 
conditions 

• Progressive movement's impact on 
disenfranchised members of society. 

• Progressive movements impact on the United 
States today. 

• Vocabulary  
o Square Deal 
o reform 
o prohibition 
o efficiency 
o muckraker 
o settlement houses 
o referendum 
o initiative 
o recall 
o 17th Amendment  
o 18th Amendment 
o 19th Amendment 

 
Students will be able to: 

• Defining reform and progressivism.    

• Explaining the goals of progressivism.   

• Evaluating the solutions to those problems during 
the “Progressive Era”.   

• Comparing the goals and methods used by the 
progressives at different levels of government.   

• Analyzing the goals and actual responses 
regarding equality under the progressives.   

• Debating the views of progressive leaders.   

• Analyzing issues from the time and brainstorming 
the long-term effects of the Progressive Era.   

• Identifying and evaluating the impact of the 
Progressive Era today.   

• Identifying problems today that may need a 
“progressive” solution.   

• Debating the solutions to those problems today. 
 

Dates:  May Unit 9:  The Americas   

Stage 1 – Desired Results 

PA Standard(S)/Assessment Anchors Addressed: 

 
GEOGRAPHY: 
Explain and locate places and regions as defined by physical and human features. (7.1,7.B) 
Explain the characteristics of places and regions. (7.2.7.A) 
Describe and explain the effects of the physical systems on people within regions. (7.4.7.A) 
 
CULTURE: 
Demonstrate continuity and change over time using sequential order and context of events. (8.1.7.A) 
Identify and use primary and secondary sources to analyze multiple points of view for historical 
events.  (8.1.7.B) 
Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of primary and secondary sources.(CC.8.5.6-8.A) 
Summarize the social, political, cultural, and economic contributions of individuals and groups in world history. 
(8.4.7.A) 
Explain the importance of historical documents, artifacts, and sites which are critical to world history. (8.4.7.B) 
Differentiate how continuity and change have impacted world history. (8.4.7.C) 
Explain how conflict and cooperation among groups and organizations have impacted the history of the world. 
(8.4.7.D) 
 
GOVERNMENT: 
Describe how the media uses political symbols to influence public opinion. (5.1.7.F) 
Compare the methods citizens use to resolve conflicts in society and government.(5.2.7.B) 
Identify various types of governments. (5.3.7.J) 
Identify how countries have varying interests. (5.4.7.A) 
 
ECONOMICS: 
Explain why and how market competition takes place. (6.2.7.B) 
Identify how governments limit or promote international trade. (6.3.7.D) 
 
READING AND WRITING: 



Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary source; provide an accurate summary of 
the source distinct from prior knowledge or opinions.(CC.8.5.6-8.B) 
Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including vocabulary specific to 
domains related to history/social studies.(CC.8.5.6-8.D) 
Integrate visual information (e.g., in charts, graphs, photographs, videos, or maps) with other information in print 
and digital texts.(CC.8.5.6-8.G) 
Analyze the relationship between a primary and secondary source on the same topic.(CC.8.5.6-8.I) 
 

Understanding(s): 
Students will understand . . . 
1. How did geography and natural resources lead to 

the exploration of new land and territory across the 
Atlantic Ocean? 

2. How did the English, French, and Spanish cultures 
spread and influence the natives already living in 
the Americas 

3. Native American tribes had a distinct culture that 
differed greatly from Europe’s 

4. How did the Europeans plunder the cultural and 
natural resources in an effort to gain financial 
success? 

 

Essential Question(s) 
 

• Why do people live and move where they do? 

• Why do people live the way they do? 

•  How and why do humans organize their societies 
the way they do? 

• How do invaders exploit those they are invading for 
financial gain? 

Learning Objectives: 
Students will know . . . 

• The Americas were isolated from the rest of the 
world before 1492. 

• Native American tribes had a variety of cultures. 

• Europeans saw the new world as an opportunity 
for economic growth. 

• Native Peoples and Europeans eventually clashed. 

 
Students will be able to: 

• Examine the difference and connections between 
what was the New and Old World 

• Explore the impact of foreign invaders on the 
existing culture and ecosystem. 

• Analyze various Native American tribes living in 
North America 

• Understand how the Europeans claimed new land 
through wars and invasions. 

• Understanding the resources available to natives 
and the trade by which the explorers/invaders used 
for trade. 
 

 


